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Capitol Update

April 11, 2021

The General Assembly – both the House and the Senate – return to Springfield on Tuesday after a two-week session hiatus. Lobbyists will be required to have negative COVID tests before entering the Capitol. Senate bills must be moved from standing committees by Friday, April 16. Third Reading deadlines for first chamber bills is April 23.

Lawmakers continue to field redistricting recommendations from Illinois residents as both the House and Senate continue to host Redistricting Committee hearings to discuss the drawing of legislative and congressional maps. Census data, which would usually be in the hands of legislators by now, has been delayed until at least August. Democrats view June 30 to be a constitutionally required deadline to pass the new maps and would like to use data other than official census data to do so. Republicans argue they need to wait for the full census data to be available. At some point, the courts will get involved with the redistricting process.

Democratic leaders in the 32nd House District appointed Cyril Nichols, the associate athletics director for City Colleges, to replace Rep. Andre Thapedi, who has stepped down after 12 years. Nichols’ district encompasses part of the South Side and south suburbs.

In the Consolidated Election on April 6, Democratic state Rep. Kelly Burke was elected mayor of Evergreen Park and Rep. Thaddeus Jones was elected mayor of Calumet City. 

Businessman Gary Rabine, the CEO of Rabine Group paving and roofing company, launched his bid for the Republican nomination for governor. Former Senate Republican Leader Bill Brady said he is considering a potential statewide run for office as secretary of state, governor, or perhaps the U.S. Senate seat held by Sen. Tammy Duckworth. Congressman Rodney Davis (R-Taylorville) is also mulling a bid for governor.

Ald. Pat Dowell officially jumped into the race to become Illinois’ next Secretary of State as Jesse White heads to retirement in 2022. She joins former state Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias, state Sen. Michael Hastings (D-Tinley Park), and Chicago City Clerk Anna Valencia, who have either announced a bid or are exploring running. Cook County Clerk Karen Yarbrough announced she will not run for secretary of state because of her husband’s health.

Speaker Chris Welch (D-Hillside) announced he has hired Sean Anderson as communications director and Jaclyn Driscoll as press spokesperson for the Speaker’s office. Driscoll is a former statehouse reporter at St. Louis Public Radio and Anderson was most recently in charge of communications at Kivvit - a public relations firm in Chicago. Former spokesperson Steve Brown will stay with the office through June. 

2021 Key Session Dates:
April 16 – Deadline: Substantive Bills out of Committee (Senate)

April 23 – Deadline: Third Reading Substantive Bills/both chambers

May 14 – Deadline: Substantive Bills out of Committee in opposite chamber/both chambers

May 28 – Deadline: Third Reading Substantive Bills/both chambers

May 31 – Adjournment

COVID-19 & Vaccine Update

COVID cases continue to rise, with the statewide positivity test rate at 4.2%. Chicago’s positivity rate is at 5.2%. Daily cases and other measures of virus transmission over the last week have increased to levels that haven’t been seen since midwinter.

 

With rising COVID rates and hospitalizations, Illinois isn’t ready to reopen into the recently announced bridge phase, even though Illinois has met the vaccination metric with 73% of Illinois seniors receiving at least one dose. To meet the “bridge” phase of reopening which will allow for greater capacity limits at businesses and social gatherings, hospitals must also maintain 20% or greater ICU bed availability and hospitalizations for COVID-19 must hold steady or decline over a 28-day monitoring period.

Suburban Cook County will join the rest of the state outside Chicago in expanding coronavirus vaccine eligibility Monday, April 12, to everyone 16 and older. Chicago, which gets its own supply from the federal government, will follow suit on April 19. A record 154,201 vaccine doses were administered statewide Wednesday, bringing the total to 6,707,183 – 20.18% of the total Illinois population have been fully vaccinated. As of Thursday, 42.37% of residents 16 and older have received at least one dose of a coronavirus vaccine.
The wider effort to vaccinate comes as the state continues to see a third surge of COVID-19 cases. Just three weeks after Gov. J.B. Pritzker outlined his plan for eventually lifting all coronavirus-related restrictions, some of the experts - who have been advising his administration - are suggesting it’s time for rules be tightened once again.

Illinois public universities are calling on the Department of Public Health to make COVID-19 vaccinations required for attendance at colleges and universities this fall. The Illinois Board of Higher Education has not responded to the request.

Governor Pritzker announced rapid response vaccination teams and other additional resources will be sent to six counties in response to early warning signs of COVID-19 resurgence. Teams will deploy to Fulton, Tazewell, and Woodford counties in Region 2, and Jo Daviess County in Region 1, with single-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Additional vaccine will also be provided to existing sites in Peoria and McLean Counties. Region 2 currently has a 7-day test positivity rate of 6.2% and an increase in COVID-19 hospitalizations has left the region with only 22% ICU capacity.

There are now more than 1,000 vaccination locations in Illinois open to the public, and these locations can be viewed online at https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Administration Data: https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccinedata?county=Illinois
Transitioning Students to the Classrooms
Gov. J.B. Pritzker and other state officials Wednesday laid out a plan for how they intend to spend $7 billion in federal funding over the next several years helping students transition back to in-person learning after the COVID-19 pandemic. The federal Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund program is sending $7.8 billion to Illinois for education, with $7 billion being sent directly to school districts over 3 years. To assist districts, the Illinois P-20 council has released the 180-page “Learning Renewal Resource Guide,” (here is a much more succinct fact sheet) which includes expert recommendations on those funds can be best spent to help students. 

Attempt to Change “At-Will” Employment Rules
HB 3530 eliminates Illinois’ employment at will doctrine and replaces it with a just cause standard for disciplining and terminating employees. Due to opposition from the business community, the bill is back in Rules for continued negotiations. 

IDOT Announced $7 Million for Local Truck Route Improvement Projects

On April 5, IDOT announced $7 million has been awarded for 21 projects to upgrade roads to accommodate local truck traffic, leveraging a total investment of $36 million that will create jobs and boost economic activity in communities throughout the state. The grants are made possible through IDOT’s Truck Access Route Program (TARP), which allows counties, municipalities and townships to apply for assistance in upgrading roads to accommodate 80,000-pound trucks and become designated truck routes. 

Downstate Infrastructure
The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity announced $18.2 million in grants to be awarded to 34 downstate communities for health and safety infrastructure projects. The Community Development Block Grant program will fund water and sewer upgrades and repairs in rural and low-income communities. The American Road and Transportation Builders Association released a list of states with the highest number of structurally deficient bridges. Iowa tops the list, but Illinois ranks third in the country.

 

Gas Prices
The Energy Information Administration believes Americans will see a 30% increase in gas prices this summer compared to last year with anticipated increases in travel and crude oil prices.

Pritzker Permanently Expands Voting 
Voting methods that were temporarily expanded for COVID-19 safety reasons during the 2020 general election season have been made permanent under a bill signed Friday by Gov. J.B. Pritzker. HB 1871 (Stuart-D) allows elections officials across the state to maintain ballot drop boxes, where mail-in ballots can be submitted without postage. It also allows them to operate curbside voting locations where individuals can complete ballots in their vehicle. Finally, it gives authorization to the State Board of Elections to distribute any remaining funds from the federal Help America Vote Act to local authorities for ballot drop box maintenance. HB 1871 passed out of both chambers with Republican opposition, who criticized the bill’s costs and potential election integrity issues concerning ballot drop box security.

Pritzker Signs Firefighter Pension Bill
HB 2451 addresses disparate pension benefits among Chicago firefighters. Currently, employees eligible for a pension in the Firemen’s Annuity and Benefit Fund of Chicago (FABF) who were born after January 1, 1966 are granted a 1.5 percent COLA. However, firefighters who may have started on the force the same day, may unfairly receive different benefits based on their dates of birth. The legislation addresses this discrepancy by adjusting the COLA for these firefighters from 1.5 percent to 3 percent. The legislation also eliminates the 30 percent cap on cumulative COLA adjustments. HB 2451 is effective immediately and increases benefits for about 22,000 active and retired Chicago firefighters. Mayor Lightfoot opposed the measure.

Director of IL State Board of Elections on Administrative Leave
Steve Sandvoss reported an attempted online extortion attempt last week to the Illinois State Police. The attempted extortion scheme “appeared typical of many such online scams,” said board officials in a statement. The board voted unanimously to be cautious and place Sandvoss on paid administrative leave because the attempt targeted a top official with their organization.

Board Representation
A new report by the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign finds that Black and Latino directors are largely underrepresented at some of Illinois’ largest publicly held companies. Looking at 74 companies, 35% had two more people of color on their boards, 67% had two or more females. Boards ranged in size from 4 to 23 directors. A 2019 state law mandates that publicly traded companies headquartered in Illinois report the gender, racial, and ethnic diversity of their boards annually. In general, people of color make up 40% of the state’s population but accounted for 15% of board members at companies. Nineteen companies reported having no people of color on their boards.

Proposed Legalization of Supervised Injection Facilities
Proposed legislation – House Bill 110 – would legalize supervised injection facilities to combat drug overdoses. Rep. LaShawn Ford (D-Chicago) has proposed the creation of consumption rooms — also referred to as supervised injection facilities. Proponents of similar programs around the world argue they allow people who suffer from addiction to take substances in a safe environment and reduce the likelihood of fatal overdoses.

Biometric Data Bills
Illinois has had a Biometric Information Privacy Act in statute since 2008. The law requires businesses and private entities to notify and obtain consent from employees and customers before collecting biometric information like fingerprints. They are also prohibited from selling that data. House Bill 559 (Durkin-R) makes biometric agreements less public and gives employers 30 days to correct a violation. There have been hundreds of class action lawsuits filed against employers for biometric law violations.

 

The Senate Judiciary Committee on Privacy is holding a subject matter only hearing on April 12 to discuss several privacy bills, including:

Senate Bill 300 (Barickman-R) allowing right of actions for violations of biometric information privacy.

Senate Bill 602 (Cunningham-D) requiring entities to inform subjects of biometric information collected during initial collection.

Senate Bill 1607 (Cunningham-D) gives the Attorney General sole authority to enforce the Biometric Information Privacy Act.

Senate Bill 2353 (Hastings-D) requires data collectors to notify the Attorney General of any security breach.

Proposed Bill to Provide Workers with COVID Civil Liability Protection 

Minority Leader Sen. Dan McConchie filed a new amendment to Senate Bill 2140 which would provide civil liability protection to people working for businesses, manufacturers, schools, institutions of higher education, units of local government and religious institutions. Due to powerful opposition groups, this bill is unlikely to advance out of the Judiciary committee before the deadline.

Clean Energy Bills
Climate Jobs Illinois is pushing the Climate Union Jobs Act, aimed at keeping nuclear plants open in Illinois while increasing funding for new wind and solar development. The bill would require developers of renewable projects to use union labor if they are receiving state money and set diversity employment goals. State funding would be supported by new surcharges by electric ratepayers. That funding would support $50 million annually to install solar energy in 3,300 Illinois schools and $30 million annually to convert school buses to electric. The bill also ends formula rate-setting. State Representatives Jay Hoffman and Larry Walsh joined Senators Michael Hastings and Sue Rezin for the press conference supporting Senate Bill 1100 and House Bill 1472.

  

Senator Chris Belt (D) and Representative Latoya Greenwood (D) introduced alternative language in the Downstate Clean Energy Affordability Act in House Bill 1734 and Senate Bill 311, focusing on increased production of affordable, renewable energy; incentives to jumpstart the electric vehicle market; and solutions to maintain customer affordability in southern and central Illinois. Advocates say these bills will deliver clean energy for less than $1 more per month on the typical customer bill. AFL-CIO supports SB 311/HB 1734.

HEALTHCARE
ACA Marketplace Enrollment 
Illinoisans are signing up for ACA Health Insurance Marketplace plans at nearly twice the rate of this time last year, according to federal CMS numbers released this week. Nearly 15,000 Illinois consumers purchased and enrolled in health plans since February, when President Biden signed an executive order to open the ACA Marketplace for a new Special Enrollment in response to COVID-19. Unlike other SEPs, consumers are not required to provide proof of a qualifying life event, such as getting married, having a baby, or losing job-based coverage to enroll. The SEP in response to COVID-19 runs through August 15, 2021.

 
PBM Bills
Senator Napoleon Harris (D) asked for Senate Bill 2420 to move from subcommittee this week as a potential omnibus bill for PBM issues. As introduced, SB 2420 carves out pharmacist reimbursement and dispensing fees from Medicaid managed care and mandates fee-for-service rates. The bill will impose at least $210 million annually to the Medicaid program for the 300% increase in dispensing fees alone. Senate Bill 2008 by Senator Dave Koehler (D) is in Senate Insurance Committee on Wednesday, April 14.

 

Prior Authorization
The Illinois State Medical Society filed a new amendment on the prior authorization bill in House Bill 711. The language is meant for continued negotiations.

Pritzker Signs Safety Net Hospital Bill

Gov. JB Pritzker on Tuesday signed SB 168, a measure the governor said will expand medical resources and services in Chicago’s western suburbs. The new law will make it easier for Westlake Hospital in Cook County to reopen. Rather than a certification of need that a healthcare provider would typically need to file to open a hospital, the legislation requires a certificate of exemption to allow the acquisition process to be expedited and healthcare access to be restored in the area.

EMPLOYER ISSUES
Senate Bill 835 mandates the Department of Labor to create a Family Leave Insurance Program. Senate Amendment 1 in Senate Labor Committee
 

Senate Bill 1838 (Hunter-D) expands the Illinois Freedom to Work Act to all employees, not just low-wage employees and makes changes to non-compete clauses. Senate Labor Committee – Wednesday, April 14
 

Active Legislation
Senate Bill 116 (Morrison-D) allows board of directors to allow remote shareholder meetings. Passed Senate; House Rules Committee
Senate Bill 2332 (Villanueva-D) establishes a framework for employee discipline and discharge. Senate Executive Committee
House Bill 118 (Davis-D) raises employee recovery amount from 2% to 5% for underpayments of wages. House Second Reading
House Bill 559 (Durkin-R) updates the Biometric Information Privacy Act. House Second Reading
House Bill 645 (West-D) creates the Illinois Future of Work Task Force. House Second Reading – Consent Calendar
House Bill 691 (Willis-D) allows Office of State Fire Marshal to revoke petroleum equipment contractor licenses. House Second Reading – Consent Calendar
House Bill 1839 (Croke-D) allows the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity to requires a business to be a “good corporate citizen” to receive development assistance. House Second Reading
House Bill 3195 (Stuart-D) makes requirements to all-gender multiple-occupancy restrooms. House Second Reading
House Bill 3431 (Morgan-D) makes changes to employer provisions regarding cannabis use. House Second Reading
House Bill 3576 (Meyers-Martin-D) allows shareholder meetings be held remotely, accelerates repeal of franchise taxes to 2024, and other changes to corporation laws. House Second Reading
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